March 29, 2019
Lawrence Quarino, Ph.D.

Editor, Journal of Forensic Science Education
Director/Associate Professor of Forensic Science

Cedar Crest College

100 College Drive

Allentown, PA 18104 USA

Phone: 610.437.4471 ext. 3567
laquarin@cedarcrest.edu
Dear Dr. Quarino,

Enclosed is a manuscript that I would like to submit for publication consideration as a paper in the Journal of Forensic Science Education. The JFSE paper is entitled:
“Nuclear Forensics: History, Selected Cases, Curriculum, Internship and Training Opportunities and Expert Witness Testimony,” by

Kelly M. Elkins*, Ph.D.
*corresponding author

Chemistry Department 

Towson University
8000 York Rd
Towson, MD 21252 U.S.A.

The manuscript aims to introduce the reader to the history of nuclear forensics and selected cases as well as disseminate course options, curriculum content, textbooks and peer-reviewed journal article sources, internship and training opportunities and expert witness testimony in nuclear forensics. The information has been collected and organized from various sources including peer-reviewed journal articles, government publications, internet searches, books and book chapters. Existing courses are tabulated and curriculum content is discussed along with a broad reference list that educators can use in implementing or designing nuclear forensics courses at their universities.
This article is appropriate for JFSE as it is of interest to forensic educators interested in nuclear forensics sources and developing a nuclear forensics course at their institutions.  Radionuclides continue to be used in a variety of household and medical devices; improper use of these materials is always a possibility and trafficking continues. Chemists must be aware of radionuclides used in materials and the threats that each pose. They must also be prepared to determine the sources of the radionuclides. Due to the negative effects on human health caused by exposure, proper safety precaution and rapid detection of released radionuclides and materials is essential. The next generation of chemists and forensic scientists should be equipped with knowledge of these materials and how to solve problems and cases that may be encountered.

This article is being submitted exclusively to JFSE and has not previously been submitted or published elsewhere. We disclose that we have no commercial ties. This research was supported by Towson University. I have chosen JFSE as a venue for dissemination of this paper as I believe that JFSE will reach the community of forensic educators that I aim to reach.  
Potential Reviewers include: 

Thomas Brettell, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Forensic Science

Cedar Crest College
100 College Drive
Allentown, PA 18104 USA
Phone: 610.437.4471 
E-mail: Thomas.Brettell@cedarcrest.edu
Jaqueline Dorhout, Ph.D. 
Los Alamos National Laboratory
Los Alamos, NM
E-mail:dorhoutj@lanl.gov
Thank you for the opportunity to submit this article to the Journal of Forensic Science Education.  I look forward to the comments of the reviewers and hope that the paper will be found to be acceptable for publication in Journal of Forensic Science Education.   
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely,
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Kelly M. Elkins, Ph.D.

Associate Professor of Chemistry 

Chemistry Department, Forensic Science Program
Towson University
8000 York Road

Towson, MD 21252
Tel.: 410-704-6217
Fax: 410-704-4265
Email: kmelkins@towson.edu
